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Some critics have called Francois Boucher (1708-1770) the com-
plete rococo artist, in style of painting and personal life-style, and
the eager-eyed boy in Young Boy Holding a Carrot (cover) already
heralds the paintings of the artist’s next decade, which would es-
tablish him as one of the most famous painters of nudes.

His father owned a small art shop near the Louvre (then a royal
palace and not yet a museum), and Boucher spent most of his life
in Paris. He attained success early, winning a Grand Prix for
painting in 1723, and gaining acceptance to the Royal Academy of
Art in 1731. He also made a good living with his brush, starting
as a chronicler of everyday life and street scenes. The nudes came
later, after Madame de Pompadour proclaimed Boucher her favorite,
artist and commissioned him to cover enormous canvases with
mythical scenes, usually featuring Venus, Diana, and various other
goddesses and nymphs. The style of Young Boy hints at these; but
this boy looks more middle-class than upper-class, illustrating Roche-
blave’s assessment of Boucher as “the painter of scantily attired
mythological figures and nude Cupids galore [who] possessed a
taste and feeling for real life, and he depicted it with a success
which surprises only those who have not studied his other paintings
with sufficient attention.”—JAAN KANGILASKI

(Young Boy Holding a Carrot [Portrait of a Young Boy],

1738. Pastel. 30.8x24.5 em [12% X 9% in]. Courtesy of the
Art Institute of Chicago.)

EDITORIAL BOARD

Charles D. Aring, MD
Cincinnati
" William B. Bean, MD
Galveston, Tex
Leonard B. Berman, MD
Orange, Calif
Charles A. Berry, MD
Houston

William H. Crosby, MD
La Jolla, Calif

George E. Ehrlich, MD
Philadelphia
Heinz F. Eichenwald, MD
Dallas
George L. Engel, MD
Rochester, NY
Alvan R. Feinstein, MD
New Haven, Conn

Benjamin Felson, MD
Cincinnati

Emil J. Freireich, MD
Houston

Bruce Gilliland, MD
Seattle

Milton M. Howell, MD
Hana on Maui, Hawaii

Irving H. Leopold, MD
Irvine, Calif

Jack Love, MD
Santa Barbara, Calif
George D. Lundberg, MD
Los Angeles
Don Harper Mills, MD, JD
Los Angeles
Martin L. Nusynowitz, MD
El Paso, Tex

Eddy D. Palmer, MD
Hackettstown, NJ
Morton 1. Rapoport, MD
Baltimore, Md

Robert M. Senior, MD
St. Louis.

J. Graham Smith, Jr., MD
Augusta, Georgia

Raymond L. Teplitz, MD
Duarte, Calif

James F. Toole, MD
Winston-Salem, NC

lza Veith, PhD
San Francisco

Weldon J. Walker, MD
Los Angeles

1144 JAMA, Sept 15, 1975—Vol 233, No 11

Downloaded from www.jama.com on December 1, 2009

THE JOURNAL is published weekly by the Amer-
ican Medical Association, 535 North Dearborn
Street, Chicago, IL 60610. Phone 751-6000 (Area
Code 312). Cable address *Medic” Chicago.
SUBSCRIPTION RATE—Price per annum in ad-
vance, including postage: US. and US Posses-
sions, $30. All other countries, $50. Price to
medical students, interns, and residents, $10,
in US and US Possessions.

Second-class postage paid at Chicago and addi-
tional mailing office. Address all subscription
communications te Circulation Department.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS may be made by sending
old address (as it appears on your Jourral) and
new address with zip code number. Instructions
should state whether change is.temporary or per-
manent. Allow six weeks for changeover.
ADVERTISING PRINCIPLES—Advertisements in
this issue have been reviewed to comply with
the principles governing advertising in AMA. scCi-
entific publications. A copy cf these principles Is
available upon request.


http://www.jama.com

