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Nothing looks more pleasant and peaceful than a farm in spring-
time (to city folks, anyway). But health care provision problems
have plagued too many rural communities. Now, inroads have begun
to be made on many of the deficiencies in the provision of rural
health care. Over the past five years, there have been increased
national, state, and local efforts to develop alternative methods for
improving the availability of health care.

To foster the development of new models and the adoption of
already existing community models by other areas, the American
Medical Association and a number of other organizations have
joined forces for National Rural Health Week, April 4 through 10.

The AMA and several other national health-oriented organiza-
tions have planned a number of events to publicize the challenges
and opportunities that exist in the field of rural health care.

The purposes and aims of this special week are discussed in de-
tail in an editorial on page 1480. Briefly, the goals are to educate
health care personnel about the problem—to tell them about oppor-
tunities in rural areas—and to educate community leaders about
the best ways to plan health services in their localities, with the
hope that life on the farms of America may become more healthy
and pleasant for everyone. (Photograph © H. Armstrong Roberts)

—J AAN KANGILASKI
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