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The Cover
Nothing looks more pleasant and peaceful than a farm in spring¬

time (to city folks, anyway). But health care provision problems
have plagued too many rural communities. Now, inroads have begun
to be made on many of the deficiencies in the provision of rural
health care. Over the past five years, there have been increased
national, state, and local efforts to develop alternative methods for
improving the availability of health care.

To foster the development of new models and the adoption of
already existing community models by other areas, the American
Medical Association and a number of other organizations have
joined forces for National Rural Health Week, April 4 through 10.

The AMA and several other national health-oriented organiza¬
tions have planned a number of events to publicize the challenges
and opportunities that exist in the field of rural health care.

The purposes and aims of this special week are discussed in de¬
tail in an editorial on page 1480. Briefly, the goals are to educate
health care personnel about the problem—to tell them about oppor¬
tunities in rural areas—and to educate community leaders about
the best ways to plan health services in their localities, with the
hope that life on the farms of America may become more healthy
and pleasant for everyone. (Photograph © H. Armstrong Roberts)

—Jaan Kangilaski

EDITORIAL BOARD

Charles D. Aring, MD
Cincinnati

William B. Bean, MD
Galveston, Tex

Leonard B. Berman, MD
Orange, Calif

Charles A. Berry, MD
Houston

William H. Crosby, MD
La Jolla, Calif

George E. Ehrlich, MD
Philadelphia

Heinz F. Eichenwald, MD
Dallas

George L. Engel, MD
Rochester, NY

Alvan R. Feinstein, MD
New Haven, Conn

Benjamin Felson, MD
Cincinnati

Emil J. Freireich, MD
Houston

Bruce Gilliland, MD
Seattle

Milton M. Howell, MD
Hana on Maui, Hawaii
Irving H. Leopold, MD

Irvine, Calif
Jack Love, MD

Santa Barbara, Calif
George D. Lundberg. MD

Los Angeles
Don Harper Mills, MD, JD

Los Angeles
Martin L. Nusynowitz, MD

El Paso, Tex
Eddy D. Palmer, MD
Hackettstown, NJ

Morton I. Rapoport, MD
Baltimore, Md

Robert M. Senior, MD
St Louis

J. Graham Smith, Jr, MD
Augusta, Georgia

Raymond L. Teplitz, MD
Duarte, Calif

James F. Toole, MD
Winston-Salem, NC

liza Veith, PhD, DMedSc
San Francisco

Executive Vice President: James H. Sammons,
MD

Group Vice President, Publishing Operations:
Thomas F. Hannon

Acting Fulfillment Manager: Helen R. Mazur

General Sales Manager: John T. Baker; Eastern
Sales Manager: Robert Corcoran; Midwest and
Far West Sales Representative: Thomas J. Car¬
roll; Eastern Sales Representatives: John D.
McGhie, Steve Kavalgian; Advertising Services
Manager: Raymond Christian.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS may be made by sending
old address (as It appears on your Journal) and
new address with zip code number. Instructions
should state whether change is temporary or per¬
manent. Allow six weeks for chanegover.
ADVERTISING PRINCIPLES—Advertisements in
this issue have been reviewed to comply with
the principles governing advertising In AMA sci¬
entific publications. A copy of these principles is
available upon request.

 on December 4, 2009 www.jama.comDownloaded from 

http://www.jama.com

