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The Coyer

The diagnosis has not been completely established—possibly overdose
of Thanksgiving turkey complicated by viral infection, but the situation
is clearly grave for boy, physician, and dog alike.

A Concerned Friend is a fair sample of the work of Joseph Dawley, a
modern admirer of the Dutch Masters. Like them, Dawley likes to depict
contrasts of light and shadow, many of his themes—such as character
studies—are traditional, and he pays meticulous attention to the details-
eyes, folds of drapery, even the plush texture of the teddy bear. In fact,
he prefers the term "traditionalist" in describing his work, noting that
"realism" covers a wide range of styles.

Dawley always wanted to be a painter. He worked as a newspaper car¬
toonist before he started to paint full time a decade ago. His works so far
include the official portrait of Mother Seton on the occasion of her recent
canonization as the first native-born North American saint. Dawley has
also written several books about painting, and noted in one of these:
I don't think many people truly appreciate the great accomplishments of the Ren¬
aissance masters. If they did, they wouldn't always be frantically searching for
"something new" in art. Instead of constantly seeking the new, we should look to
the old masters and their methods for inspiration and keep building upon their dis¬
coveries.

-Jaan Kangilaski

(A Concerned Friend. 1974. Oil on panel. 30x50 cm. Gourtesy of the artist.)
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