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The Cover
Of the 20 or so versions of Frans Hals's (1580/85-1666) lost painting, The

Rommel Pot Player, the version at the Kirnbell Art Museum in Fort Worth, Tex
(cover), is generally thought to follow the original most closely. Another fine,
though considerably smaller, version hangs at The Art Institute in Chicago. It is
attributed to Hals's brilliant student, Judith Leyster, and is also most certainly
based on the original. The painter of the Kimbell version is as yet not identified
but was probably also a Hals student.
In The Rommel Pot Player, Hals gives us the group portrait, wherein each of

the members must be distinctive and yet none can dominate. In the center
foreground is the rommel pot (Dutch, rommelen, "to rumble"), a noisemaker used
at spring carnival time which emits a sound not unlike the squeal of a pig. In the
lower left a young boy holding a coin in his left hand is completely absorbed in the
rommel pot. His credulous expression is tinged with just a bit of wonder at how
such a small pot can contain a pig. Behind him, two wiser boys, also holding coins,
watch the "musician's" face and try to get his attention. The two adults peering
from the door behind them could be householders aroused from sleep by the noise.
At any rate, they do not share the general merriment. To the right the neighbor¬
hood bully reaches an enormous hand around the back of the rommel pot player,
perhaps to trick the youngest boy into dropping the coin into his hand. Meanwhile,
the cause of all this hilarity, the rommel pot player, gazes directly at us with his
toothless smile and bids us share in the sheer delight of the children. And though
the foxtail which trails from his hat is the symbol of the fool, something says this
man is no fool at all, especially when it comes to the rowdy behind him. But the

continued on page 8J>6

AMA Officers
President: John H. Budd, MD; President-Elect: Tom E. Nesbitt. MD; Immediate Past President: Richard E.
Palmer, MD; Secretary-Treasurer: Daniel T. Cloud, MD; Speaker, House of Delegates: William Y. Rial, MD;
Vice Speaker, House of Delegates: Harrison L. Rogers, Jr, MD

AMA Trustees
Robert B. Hunter, MD (Chairman)*; Jere W. Annis, MD; H. Thomas Ballatine. Jr, MD; Joseph F. Boyle, MD*;
Daniel T. Cloud, MD; Charles Max Cole, MD; John J. Coury, Jr, MD; Hoyt D. Gardner, MD; Frank J. Jirka, MD*;
George H. Mills, MD; Hubert A. Ritter, MD; Lowell H. Steen, MD*
* Executive Committee

EDITORIAL BOARD

Bobby R. Alford, MD
Houston

Arthur E. Baue, MD
New Haven, Conn

Leonard B. Berman, MD
Orange, Calif

Frederick C. Blodi, MD
Iowa City

Kenneth M. Brinkhous, MD
Chapel Hill, NC

William H. Crosby, MD
La Jolla, Calif

Donald J. Dalessio, MD
La Jolla, Calif

George E. Ehrlich, MD
Philadelphia

John H. Epstein, MD
San Francisco

Benjamin Felson, MD
Cincinnati

Joaquín Ferré, MD
Barcelona, Spain

Gilbert B. Forbes, MD
Rochester, NY

Daniel X. Freedman, MD
Chicago

Emit J Freireich, MD
Houston

George D. Lundberg, MD
Davis and Sacramento, Calif

Howard G. McQuarrie, MD
Salt Lake City

Martin L. Nusynowitz, MD
San Antonio, Tex

Nicholas J. Pisacano, MD
Lexington, Ky

James Ransom, PhD
Los Altos, Calif

J. Graham Smith, Jr, MD
Augusta, Ga

Alfred Softer, MD
Park Ridge, III

Raymond L. Teplitz, MD
Duarte, Calif

Maurice W. Van Allen, MD
Iowa City

Robert M. Veatch, PhD
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY

Executive Vice President: James H. Sammons, MD
Group Vice President, Publishing Operations:
Thomas F. Hannon

Director, Publication Production Division: Norman
D. Richey
Director, Marketing Division: John T. Baker
Director, Circulation-Fulfillment: Helen R Mazur
ADVERTISING OFFICES: Midwest Farwest: 535 N
Dearborn St, Chicago, IL 60610 (312-751-6204)
General Sales Manager: John T. Baker; Midwest
Sales Representatives: James Anton, Alice Harvey,
William Healy; Farwest Sales Representative: Tom
Carroll; Eastern Office: 600 Third Ave, New York, NY
10016 (212-867-6640). Eastern Sales Manager:
Robert C. Corcoran; Eastern Sales Representatives:
Jack McGhie, Bill Tice, Cliff Vanderhoof. Advertising
Services Manager: Raymond Christian; Marketing
and Promotion Manager: Tom Carroll.
ADVERTISING PRINCIPLES—Advertisements in this
issue have been reviewed to comply with the princi¬
ples governing advertising in AMA scientific publica¬
tions. A copy of these principles is available on
request.

 on December 2, 2009 www.jama.comDownloaded from 

http://www.jama.com

