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JAMA's mission is education: To inform
its readers of progress in clinical medicine,
pertinent research, and landmark evolu-
tions in other areas as they form an inter-
face with medicine. It is a forum for open
and responsible discussion.
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Most of us have a favorite season, and for those who ride to hounds fall is
certainly the best, for it is the season of formal hunting. Hound exercise and
“cubbing” in the drab informal dress termed “rat-catcher” give way with the
blessing of the hounds to formal dress or “scarlet.” The scene on this week’s cover
might be that of any one of the more than 100 hunts in the United States and
Canada, although it actually is of a European hunt.

In the foreground the huntsman and staff are followed by a tightly bunched,
well-disciplined pack of hounds as they ride along a country lane bordered by trees
turning to the colors of fall. Following at an appropriately respectful distance are
the riders who make up the field and who are really spectators at the hunt.

Soon the huntsman will cast the hounds in search of a fox and should they pick
up a scent, for they hunt only by smell and not by sight, a contest will evolve
between the fox aided by the country and the weather and the hounds directed by
the huntsman. The chase will take the riders across many miles of country and be
a real test of horsemanship, and hopefully injuries suffered by the riders will be
few (see p 1883). Seldom is the fox killed, for he can usually outrun and outwit
even the best hounds, horses, and men.

For those who ride to hounds, the word hunt means to search or seek, not kill,
and fox hunters carry no weapons. They are ardent conservationists and derive
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AMA Officers

President: Tom E. Nesbitt, MD; President-Elect: Hoyt D. Gardner, MD; | diate Past President: John H.
Budd, MD; Secretary-Treasurer: Daniel T. Cloud, MD; Speaker, Houge of Delegates: William Y. Rial, MD; Vice
Speaker, House of Delegates: Harrison L. Rogers, Jr, MD

AMA Trustees

Robert B. Hunter, MD (Chairman)*; H. Thomas Ballantine, Jr, MD; Joseph F. Boyle, MD*; Daniel T. Cloud, MD;
Charles Max Cole, MD; John J. Coury, Jr, MD; William S. Hotchkiss, MD; Frank J. Jirka, MD*; George H.
Mills, MD; Hubert A. Ritter, MD; George A. Rowland, MD; Lowell H. Steen, MD*

*Executive Committee

1826 JAMA, Oct 20, 1978—Vol 240, No. 17

Downloaded from www.jama.com on December 10, 2009

EDITORIAL BOARD

Bobby R. Alford, MD
Houston

Arthur E. Baue, MD
New Haven, Conn

Leonard B. Berman, MD
QOrange, Calif

Frederick C. Blodi, MD
lowa City

Kenneth M. Brinkhous, MD
Chapel Hill, NC

Willilam H. Crosby, MD
La Jolla, Calif

Donald J. Dalessio, MD
La Jolla, Calif

George E. Ehrlich, MD
Philadelphia

John H. Epstein, MD
San Francisco

Benjamin Felson, MD
Cincinnati

Joaquin Ferré, MD
Barcelona, Spain

Gilbert B. Forbes, MD
Rochester, NY

Daniel X. Freedman, MD
Chicago

Emil J Freireich, MD
Houston

George D. Lundberg, MD
Davis and Sacramento, Calif

Howard G. McQuarrie, MD
Salt Lake City

Martin L. Nusynowitz, MD
San Antonio, Tex

Nicholas J. Pisacano, MD
Lexington, Ky

James Ransom, PhD
Los Altos, Calif

J. Graham Smith, Jr, MD
Augusta, Ga

Alfred Soffer, MD
Park Ridge, i

Raymond L. Teplitz, MD
Duarte, Calif

Maurice W. Van Allen, MD
lowa City

Robert M. Veatch, PhD
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY

Executive Vice President: James H. Sammons, MD

Group Vice President, Publishing Operations:
Thomas F. Hannon

Director, Publication Production Division: Norman
D. Richey

Director, Publicati Marketing Divisi
Baker

Director, Circulation-Fulfillment: Helen R. Mazur

Director, Marketing Communications: Thomas J.
Carroll

Director, Advertising Services: Raymond Christian

ADVERTISING OFFICES: Midwest/Farwest: 535 N
Dearborn St, Chicago, IL 60610 (312-751-6753).
General Sales Manager: John T. Baker; Midwest
Sales Representatives: James Anton, Alice Harvey,
William Healy; Farwest Sales Representative: James
Anton; Eastern Office: 600 Third Ave, Suite 600, New
York, NY 10016 (212-867-6640). Associate Sales
Director and Eastern Manager: Robert C. Corcoran;
Eastern Sales Rep ives: Mark Altier, Jack
McGhie, Bill Tice, Cliff Vanderhoof.

ADVERTISING PRINCIPLES—Advertisements in this
issue have been reviewed to comply with the princi-
ples governing advertising in AMA scientific publica-
tions. A copy of these principles is available on
request.

: John T.



http://www.jama.com

