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John Singer Sargent (1856-1925), along with Mary Cassatt and James McNeill
Whistler, was one of the few internationally recognized American artists of the
19th century. Born in Florence, Italy, to a middle-class expatriate family, he
received his formal artistic training in Florence, later studying in Paris under
Carolus-Duran. Duran, a successful portraitist, passed his skill on to the young
student. Sargent, although destined to become the most fashionable society
painter of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, was also interested in genre
painting. Street in Venice (cover) is a representative work from a large number of
Italian daily-life scenes that the artist did during visits to Venice in 1880 and 1882.
The street shown has been identified as Calle Larga dei Proverbi.

Stylistically, Street in Venice marks an extremely interesting phase in Sargent’s
vast opus. Sargent had made a trip to Madrid in 1879 to study the Spanish master
Velazquez. Then, in 1880, he went to Holland to copy the works of Frans Hals.
Street in Venice is a masterful reinterpretation of the brushwork of these two
great artists combined with a spatial arrangement developed by a contemporary
Italian artist, Giovanni Boldini. Boldini, a close friend of Sargent, had developed a
new type of perspective. He blurred the frontal plane, or the area closest to the
viewer, and placed the participants far back in the picture—deliberately creating
a strange, vacuumlike setting. Sargent adapts this new approach to its greatest
advantage, creating a dramatic and mysterious effect. The ragged young girl
walks silently down the alley in a self-contained pose. Her black shawl carries the
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