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The Cover

Mention the Mixtecs, and most knowledgeable admirers of Mexican art will
immediately think of stone idols to the Rain God.

Shown on the cover is a typical Mixtec Rain God vessel. Native to the
southwestern Mexican states of Oaxaca and Guerrero, Mixtecs long have been
noted for their agricultural, pottery, and textile skills.

It is believed that before the arrival of the Toltecs on the central Mexico plateau
in the late seventh century AD, the Mixtecs and Olmecs were politically dominant.
About 900 AD the Mixtecs moved south into the valley of Oaxaca and began a
period of warfare with the Zapotec tribe already there. At the end of the 15th
century, these tribes temporarily united to fight the Aztecs.

The Rain God always has been a major deity for Mixtecs. Even today—though
nominally Christian—most Mixtecs believe in several spirits and worship Rain
God idols. Reverence for the Rain God is one reason springs, swamps, streams,
and some hills are sacred to these people.—BEVERLY J. MONTGOMERY

(Rain God vessel from El Chanal, Colimia. 12th to 15th century, pre-
Columbian, Mixtee. Clay, incised and painted. 24.7 cm high. Courtesy of the
Kimbell Art Museum, Fort Worth, Tex.)
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